PULHAM MARKET PARISH COUNCIL

Mrs L Shulver, 59D High Road, Wortwell, Harleston, Norfolk, IP20 OHA, Telephone 01986 788048

Pulham Market Parish Council Rules of Debate Policy.

1.Rules of Debate Policy

Overview

1. Motions on the agenda shall be considered in the order that they appear unless the
order is changed at the discretion of the chair of the meeting.

2. A motion (including an amendment) shall not be progressed unless it has been
moved and seconded.

3. A motion on the agenda that is not moved by its proposer may be treated by the chair
of the meeting as withdrawn.

4. If a motion (including an amendment) has been seconded, it may be withdrawn by
the proposer only with the consent of the seconder and the meeting.

5. An amendment is a proposal to remove or add words to a motion. It shall not negate
the motion.

6. If an amendment to the original motion is carried, the original motion (as amended)
becomes the substantive motion upon which further amendment(s) may be moved.

7.  An amendment shall not be considered unless early verbal notice of it is given at the
meeting and, if requested by the chair of the meeting, is expressed in writing to the
chair.

8. A councillor may move an amendment to his/her/their own motion if agreed by the
meeting. If a motion has already been seconded, the amendment shall be with the
consent of the seconder and the meeting.

9. If there is more than one amendment to an original or substantive motion, the
amendments shall be moved in the order directed by the chair of the meeting.

10. Subject to 11, only one amendment shall be moved and debated at a time, the order
of which shall be directed by the chair of the meeting.

11. One or more amendments may be discussed together if the chair of the meeting
considers this expedient but each amendment shall be voted upon separately.

12. A councillor may not move more than one amendment to an original or substantive

motion.
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13. The mover of an amendment has no right of reply at the end of debate on it.

14. Where a series of amendments to an original motion are carried, the mover of the
original motion shall have a right of reply either at the end of debate on the first
amendment or at the very end of debate on the final substantive motion immediately
before it is put to the vote.

15. Unless permitted by the chair of the meeting, a councillor may speak once in the
debate on a motion except:

i to speak on an amendment moved by another councillor;

ii.  tomove or speak on another amendment if the motion has been amended
since he/she/they last spoke;

iii. to make a point of order;
iv. to give a personal explanation; or
v. to exercise a right of reply.

16. During the debate on a motion, a councillor may interrupt only on a point of order or a
personal explanation and the councillor who was interrupted shall stop speaking. A
councillor raising a point of order shall identify the standing order which he/she/they
considers has been breached or specify the other irregularity in the proceedings of
the meeting he/shel/they is concerned by.

17. A point of order shall be decided by the chair of the meeting and his/her/their
decision shall be final.

18. When a motion is under debate, no other motion shall be moved except:
i to amend the motion;
ii. to proceed to the next business;
iii. to adjourn the debate;
iv. to put the motion to a vote;
v. to ask a person to be no longer heard or to leave the meeting;
vi. to refer a motion to a committee or sub-committee for consideration;
vii. to exclude the public and press;

viii. to adjourn the meeting; or
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ix. to suspend particular standing order(s) excepting those which reflect mandatory
statutory or legal requirements.

19. Before an original or substantive motion is put to the vote, the chair of the
meeting shall be satisfied that the motion has been sufficiently debated and that
the mover of the motion under debate has exercised or waived his/her/their right
of reply.

20. Excluding motions moved under 18, the contributions or speeches by a
councillor shall relate only to the motion under discussion and shall not exceed
5 minutes without the consent of the chair of the meeting.

This Policy was approved at a meeting of Pulham Market Parish Council
on the. 12" February 2024
Signed

Cllr S Hewitt

Chair of Pulham Market Parish Council
See the footer for the renewal date.
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